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1. Reason for the Report 
 
1.1 To agree the Council’s response to the Government’s call for evidence on the 

previous and potential future use of remote committee arrangements. 
 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the response to the Government’s call for evidence, as set out in 
Appendix A to the report, be endorsed as the Council’s formal response. 
 

2.2 The Council continue to review arrangements for meetings, including 
investigation in to hybrid options and broadcasting options for in person 
meetings in the future subject to any changes in legislation following this 
consultation. 

 
 
3. Executive Summary 
 
3.1 As a result of restrictions put in place to tackle the Coronavirus pandemic in 

March 2020 it was not possible for council meetings to take place in person.  
In response the Government brought into force regulations that enabled local 
authorities to hold remote meetings. 

 
3.2 The legislation only allowed for remote council meetings to take place up to 7 

May 2021.  The Government has launched a call for evidence (which closes 
17 June) on the use of virtual meeting arrangements to gather views on the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence


question of whether there should be permanent arrangements for remote 
meetings and if so, for which meetings.  An Information Digest was circulated 
to councillors on 27 May 2021 which provided background on the use of 
remote meetings during 2020/21 and invited contributions from members for 
the Council’s formal response to the Government’s Call for Evidence. 

 
3.3 The introduction of remote meetings has generated direct financial savings of 

£12,010 per annum and led to a reduction in CO2 emissions of 1.69 tonnes.  
Remote committees have also seen substantial numbers of the public viewing 
meetings and an increase in non-committee members attending meetings 
indicating that these have become more accessible.  The Council’s proposed 
response to the Call for Evidence is attached at Appendix A to this report. 

 
 

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  
 

 Ensure our future financial resilience can be financially sustainable whilst 
offering value for money. 

 Ensure our services are readily available to all our residents in the 
appropriate channels. 

 Use innovation, technology and partnership with others to help improve 
the efficiency of services, improve customer satisfaction and reduce our 
impact on the environment. 

 
 
5. Alternative Options 
 
5.1 Councillors have been invited to submit their comments with regards to the 

use of remote committee meetings, and may have made their own submission 
to the consultation. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Call for Evidence Questions and Responses 
 
The shaded areas indicate the Council’s response. 
 
Q1. Generally speaking, how well do you feel the current remote meetings 
arrangements work? 
 

 Very Well  

 Well  

 Neither well nor poorly  

 Poorly  

 Very Poorly  

 Unsure  
 
Remote meetings have worked very well and have increased accessibility for both 
councillors and members of the public to view and participate when compared to 
face to face meetings. 
 
Q2. Generally speaking, do you think local authorities in England should have the 
express ability to hold at least some meetings remotely on a permanent basis?  
 
 Yes 
 No 
 Unsure 
 
Council’s should have the ability to determine if any of their meetings should be held 
remotely.  This may include circumstances where adverse weather may otherwise 
mean that a meeting needs to be cancelled.  Such circumstances should be 
governed by rules of procedure agreed by each council.  During 2020/21 the Council 
has saved £12,000 in costs by holding remote meetings and over 1,900 members of 
the public have viewed meetings (35 per meeting on average).  Taking into account 
the typical mileage claimed by councillors each year (6,131 miles) this equates to an 
annual reduction of 1.69 tonnes of CO2.  It should be noted that this will be an 
under-estimate as a number of councillors choose not to claim travel expenses. 
 
Q3. What do you think are some of the benefits of the remote meetings 
arrangements? Please select all that apply. 
 

 More accessible for local authority members  

 Reduction in travel time for councillors  

 Meetings more easily accessed by local residents  

 Greater transparency for local authority meetings  

 Documents (e.g. minutes, agendas, supporting papers) are more accessible to 
local residents and others online  

 Easier to chair meetings in an orderly fashion  

 A virtual format promotes greater equality in speaking time during meetings  

 I do not think there are any benefits to remote meetings  



 Other (please specify)  

 The number of councillors and members of the public attending remote meetings 
have both increased indicating that they have become more accessible and 
therefore led to greater transparency as people have not needed to travel to 
watch/participate in meetings.  This is helpful for people with mobility 
impairments.  It has also meant that meetings can be watched live or after the 
meeting has taken place with all documents available online.  There has been a 
reduction in carbon emissions associated with travelling to/from meetings. 

 
Q4. (For local authorities only) Have you seen a reduction in costs since 
implementing remote meetings in your authority? 
 

 Yes  

 No  

 Unsure 
 
Costs have reduced by over £12,000 per annum.  This includes travel expenses for 
councillors attending meetings, coach hire, refreshments and room hire. 
 
Q5. What do you think are some of the disadvantages of the remote meetings 
arrangements, and do you have any suggestions for how they could be 
mitigated/overcome? Please select all that apply. 
 

 It is harder for members to talk to one another informally  

 Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or local residents who 
have a poor-quality internet connection  

 Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or local residents who 
are unfamiliar with video conferencing/technology  

 There is less opportunity for local residents to speak or ask questions 

 Some find it more difficult to read documents online than in a physical format  

 Debate is restricted by the remote format  

 It is more difficult to provide effective opposition or scrutiny in a remote format  

 It is more difficult to chair meetings in an orderly fashion  

 Virtual meetings can be more easily dominated by individual speakers  

 It might enable democratically elected members to live and perform their duties 
outside their local area on a permanent basis, therefore detaching them from the 
communities they serve  

 It may create too substantial a division between the way national democracy (e.g. 
in the House of Commons) and local democracy is conducted  

 I do not think there are any disadvantages to remote meetings  

 Other (please specify)  
 
Although members have indicated that it is not as easy to talk informally to one 
another this can be overcome by organising separate online meetings which can be 
quickly and easily arranged for this purpose.  There have been very few problems 
encountered relating to internet connection, even though the Council represents a 
predominately rural area.  Due to the training provided all councillors have been able 
to take part in meetings despite a range of IT literacy amongst members. Further 
training and support to improve digital literacy, along with speeding up existing 



schemes to improve and enhance broadband in rural areas, along with appropriate 
training for members and in particular meeting chairs can resolve many of the other 
concerns. 
 
 
Q6. What do you think are some of the main advantages of holding face-to-face 
meetings, as opposed to remote meetings? 
 
Face to face meetings do allow councillors to meet and talk informally before and 
after meetings on a one to one basis which help to build working relationships and 
rule out technical problems.  These issues can be mitigated by organising hybrid 
meetings or separate online meetings.  It is important that councils have to ability to 
choose when to use remote meetings in accordance with criteria set by each council 
(e.g. adverse weather) rather than setting specific rules that state which type of 
meetings can take place remotely.  Remote meetings can still provide effective 
democracy and scrutiny and the potential issues are outweighed by the increase in 
accessibility and participation by both councillors and the general public. 
 
Q7. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local authorities in England, for 
which meetings do you think they should have the option to hold remote meetings? 
 

 For all meetings  

 For most meetings with a few exceptions (please specify)  

 Only for some meetings (please specify)  

 I think local authorities should be able to decide for themselves which meetings 
they should have the option to meet remotely  

 I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings for 
any meetings  

 Unsure 
 
Council’s should have the ability to determine if any of their meetings should be held 
remotely.  These arrangements could be governed by rules of procedure agreed by 
councillors to ensure these are used appropriately for specific 
meetings/circumstances. 
 
Q8. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local authorities in England, in 
which circumstances do you think local authorities should have the option to hold 
remote meetings? 
 

 In any circumstances  

 Only in extenuating circumstances where a meeting cannot be held face-to-face 
or some members would be unable to attend (e.g. severe weather events, 
coronavirus restrictions)  

 I think local authorities should be able to decide for themselves which 
circumstances they should have the option to meet remotely  

 I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings 
under any circumstances  

 Other (please specify)  

 Unsure 



 
Q9. Would you have any concerns if local authorities in England were given the 
power to decide for themselves which meetings, and in what circumstances, they 
have the option to hold remote meetings? 
 

 Yes  

 No  

 Unsure 
 
The Council has no concerns in this respect, provided that robust polices are agreed 
by individual local authorities on the use of remote meetings and that support is 
provided to councillors and members of the public in order for them to participate in 
an effective manner. 
 
Q10. If yes, do you have any suggestions for how your concerns could be 
mitigated/overcome? 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Q11. In your view, would making express provision for English local authorities to 
meet remotely particularly benefit or disadvantage any individuals with protected 
characteristics e.g. those with disabilities or caring responsibilities? 
 

 Yes  

 No  

 Unsure 
 
Allowing local authorities the flexibility to meet remotely is more likely to benefit 
individuals with protected characteristics e.g. disabilities and those with young 
families, work/domestic/caring responsibilities and on maternity leave.  It is important 
for local authorities to ensure that the needs of any disabled individuals are taken 
into account when considering the practicality of a remotely attended meeting (e.g. 
the use of live captioning). 
 
 


